
FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL

Public Amenities in Formby

The Parish Council has learned that cuts in expenditure 
announced recently by Sefton Metropolitan Borough 
Council included money which had been set aside for 
replacing or refurbishing the public toilets in Furness 
Avenue car park. The building has been closed for safety 
reasons for over a year. This follows five years of 
procrastination between Sefton MBC and the other 
landowners on whose land the building stands. When the 
plan to refurbish them was first raised in 2005, it was 
found that an earlier error in securing the freehold was 
sufficient to delay the work. Sefton MBC tried but failed to 
reach an understanding with the company and so a small 
team of people from the Parish Council, and borough 
councillors and representatives from Sefton met to try and 
sort it out. Despite all their efforts we are no further 
forward and finally it was confirmed by Bill Millburn, Sefton 
MBC Environmental Protection Director, that the money 
had been removed from the programme of works.

The legal problems were created long ago but have not 
been resolved and so Formby has effectively been held to 
ransom and the facility will be lost.

This has come as a grave disappointment to those 
involved when local councillors fought to keep the 
resource for the community. At the full meeting of the 
Parish Council on the 5th October it was resolved to 
pursue the matter and see what other alternative funding 
might be possible, for example by the Parish Council 
seeking a loan through the Public Works Loan Board.

But to do that the parish council would have to obtain 
approval by Sefton and repay it through its precept. The 
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cost could be between £60,000 and £90,000 and there will 
be a good deal of negotiation before any commitment 
could be given.

Parish councillors have taken soundings from people in 
the community and almost everyone has said we should 
do what we can to try and keep the facility.

Please let the Parish Council know your thoughts on this 
subject might be

A spokesman for the Parish Council said that ‘Formby is 
great community and we are tired of seeing our resources 
whittled away bit by bit’.

You can contact the clerk by writing directly to the parish 
council on formbypc1@aol.com.

MC 11 October 2010
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